A Demand for Disclosure of Documents by John Roberts, Nominee for the Highest
Court in America

Dear Senator Kennedy,

We are writing you because we are concerned that all deliberations regarding President
George W. Bush’s nomination of Judge John G. Roberts. Jr. to be Associate Justice of the
United States Supreme Court be made with the fully informed advice and consent of the
United States Senate, as required under Article Il of the United States Constitution. In order
to make such a fully informed decision, the U.S. Senate must have access to all available
documents authored by Judge Roberts, including documents he authored during his tenure
as Deputy Solicitor General of the United States from 1989 to 1993.

As Deputy Solicitor General of the United States, Judge Roberts represented the people of
the United States. It is absurd to argue, as the White House has done, that Judge Roberts’
work during that time was privileged and that only the President of the United States may
have access to it. The people of the United States have the right to access documents
produced by one of their lawyers working for them at the United States Justice
Department. If the President can view these documents, the U.S. Senate and the nation as
a whole can and must view them as well.

Without access to such documents, the U.S. Senate will be unable to carry out its advice
and consent duty under the Constitution with respect to this Supreme Court nominee. If
these documents are not made available to the U.S. Senate and to the American public, we
respectfully urge you to demand that the nomination process be suspended, using all
available procedural means, until such time as all such documents necessary to make a
fully informed decision are produced by Judge Roberts and the White House.

Sincerely,
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